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It has brought me joy, 
frustration, great elation and 
occasional sadness. I have seen 

great sporting endeavour, triumph 
and failure. It has kept me busy and 
driven me to distraction. Children 
have grown up as I watched and their 
children, even their grandchildren, 
are now part of the club family. 
Knebworth Cricket Club has been my 
life for more than five decades. I have 
seen it develop from a one-team outfit 

to one of the 
county’s premier clubs.  
Its legacy, the generations 

who have played 
here, who learned 

to love the game, is 
now under threat. 

Our exciting plans 
for a new ground will 

cement our future. 
We are on the next leg of 

our journey. Please join us.
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 chairman’s view
KPCC chairman Chris Johnson, winner of a NatWest Osca for 50 years of devotion to cricket
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100
junior

members
90
adult 

members
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O
UR club is in a scrap for survival. In cricketing terms, we’re six wickets down 
with half-a-day still to bat. But Knebworth Park is a proud club with more than 
a century of history on our side and we are not going to give in. We have a bold 

plan with which we hope to turn the threat of extinction into a victory for cricket and 
our community. 

The club is being asked to move from its present location in the shadow of the 
spectacular Knebworth House, a Gothic mansion which provides the backdrop to one of 
the most beautiful settings for cricket in Hertfordshire.

Our landlord, the owner of the Knebworth Park estate, has asked us to leave our 
much-loved ground. It means our thriving club – a successful incubator of young talent, 
a springboard for those who learn to love the game and a passion for many – is facing 
an uncertain future.

After years of negotiation, we have been offered a lifeline – an alternative site for a 
ground on a different part of the estate. This we see as a great opportunty, not just to 
preserve the club for all those who support it, but a chance to build better facilities, 
expand its reach into the community and encourage more children to become involved 
in the game we love.

Yet, we can’t do it alone. Yes, we have plenty of people in cricket and in the 
community rooting for us but their words of encouragement 
are not going to pay for this ambitious project. We need 
upwards of £1million.

Please read on... we are here to ask for your help.

5
league 
teams

overview
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our long and
W

HEN was cricket first played at 
Knebworth Park? No one is entirely sure 
but it is thought that the first ground, 

within the estate was given to the club around 
1871 by Edward Bulwer Lytton, the first Baron 
Knebworth, dramatist, statesman and pulp 
novelist best known for the phrase ‘It was on a 
dark and stormy night...’

Further evidence comes in the form of an old 
team photograph dated 1871 which confirms that 
Knebworth Park is one of the oldest cricket clubs 
in Hertfordshire.

Over the years various members of the 
Lytton family have played for the club and the 
link continues with the current president, Lord 
Cobbold, who is in his eighth decade in office.

Records show that during the 1914-18 
war the pavilion was destroyed by cattle so a 
replacement hut was converted into a simple 
pavilion comprising two small changing rooms 
and located in the corner of the ground near St. 
Mary’s Church.

The club moved to its present location – its 
third ground within Knebworth Park – in the mid-
1920s.

Like all clubs Knebworth Park has its ups and 
downs. After supposedly dying out at the end of 
the 1920s it blossomed again and was recorded Sir Viv Richards plays at Knebworth Park in the 1970s

One of the earliest 
Knebworth Park 
teams is seen in 

this 1871 photograph



as being “the finest village club in 
Hertfordshire” in the mid-1930s, running 
two sides and with an impressive list of 
fixtures. Knebworth Park Cricket Club 
survived the Second World War when the 
ground was kept in good order as it was 
used for cricket and hockey by a girls’ 
educational establishment.

In the 1960s the club was going from 
strength to strength and the emergence of 
league cricket gave Knebworth Park fresh 
challenges and successes which attracted 
growing numbers of new players.

By the end of the decade, players were 
determined to match the club’s beautiful 
setting with comparable facilities and so a 
new pavilion was built in classical English 
style to suit the atmosphere of the ground

This new pavilion saw the club gather 
in strength from which they have never 
looked back. It went from running just one 
team each Saturday and Sunday, to two 
and then three. A second ground was built 
in the early 1980s together with a pavilion 
extension to house dressing rooms and 
showers.

At about this time, another key 
development was the launch of the 

junior section. This has established an 
impressive reputation, winning a host of 
trophies, running numerous teams and 
producing a procession of players through 
to the club’s senior elevens. It remains the 
heart of the club.

Another important step was the 
building of a three-lane self-enclosed net. 
The ground also has a mobile net for using 
on grass strips.

Today, the club runs five league teams 
on Saturdays and one playing friendly 
fixtures on Sundays. Many of the players 
in the senior sides are products of the 
youth section and have never played 
anywhere else.
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proud history

The pavilion, 
converted from an 
old RAf hut, was put 
up in the 1960s

Our 2007 team was one of the most successful in recent times
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new ground

existing ground
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W
E have been living on borrowed time but that luxury is about to expire. Our 
landlords feel they can make better use of our current ground and we have to 
tuck our bats under our arms and walk over the boundary rope. 

This is a blessing in disguise. We have been offered land for an alternative ground on 
the estate, giving us a rare opportunity to create a superb new facility for cricket, better 
suited to the needs of the 21st century.

First, we can create a superb playing arena with two grounds on a level site with 
better access and parking. A simple yet elegant pavilion, cleverly and sympathetically 
designed will provde a social hub and superb views across the ground. Our current 
cramped and scruffy changing rooms will be brought up to modern standards.

Most importantly, we can provide facilities fit for all. Changing rooms for girls, 
proper access for the disabled, everything to induce the next generation to join us.

The new site will maintain our historic links with Knebworth Park. All other 
options have been considered, both in and off the estate, and, with scarcity of land and 
resources, this is our best option.

It will be better for the local community. Instead of being tucked away down 
a dangerously narrow lane, we will be easy to get to, closer to the centre of Old 
Knebworth and a facility the community can use and be proud of.

We obtained planning permission for our proposals in December 2014. Once the 
funding is in place, we are ready, willing and eager to go.

what next?

The future?: The new pavilion has been designed to allow superb viewing areas, a social hub and facilities fit for the 21st century

MORE AT APPENDIX 1
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What does the new site offer? Currently, we have two grounds. Pretty though it is, the 
squares are indifferent, the second one particularly so. It is pointless to risk investment in 
improving them because of the uncertainty surrounding our future. Our move will ensure we 
have two county-standard squares with full-size outfields on a level site. This can only improve 
our attractiveness to new members, county junior sides and touring teams. Our goal would be 
to host a Hertfordshire first team game.

How does the location compare? Our old ground is undoubtedly one of the most attractive 
in the county, if not the whole region. It is somewhat hidden down a narrow, twisting lane. The 
new site has attractive vistas across the Knebworth estate but comes with the considerable 
advantage of being on a wider road in the middle of Old Knebworth, making it safer in traffic 
terms and much more visible to passers-by. We believe it will represent the archetypal English 
village ground, surrounded by pretty houses and elegant countryside.

Why a clubroom and why is it larger? Our current club room is too small, simply not fit for 
purpose and not DDA compliant. There is only space to accommodate half of the players for 
tea during matches. We need to cope with more than 50 players and officials to have tea at one 
time. There is not enough room for meetings, club socials or presentations. The ECB recognises 
the importance of a suitably sized clubroom social area as critical space within the pavilion and 
stipulates an area of 100 sq m.

Why larger changing rooms? Our clubhouse is well past its sell-by date. It’s a wooden 
structure, not unattractive, but built in the late 1960s and early 1970s when lifestyle and 

new 

Project funding

Vision: The 
new pavilion 
will have a 
central social area
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people’s demands and needs were different. We want to offer changing rooms which provide 
enough space for the large kitbags which each and every player possesses. Both Sport England 
and ECB stipulate minimum areas for changing rooms, which we want to meet. Further, with the 
club having thriving girls’ teams and with the prospect of girls cricket increasing in popularity 
there is a need to have changing rooms suitable for this. Our current facilities are not suitable 
for girls’ cricket if a boys’ or men’s match is taking place at the same time. Disabled cricket is 
also on the increase and it is important that the facilities meet these needs too.

And why a larger kitchen? Our curent facilities are adequate but cramped and we need to 
provide enough space to provide food for teas and lunches for cricketers. Again the size is 
stipulated by ECB standards. Better kitchen and social facilities will offer us the opportunity to 
run extra social functions in a more welcoming, more easily accessible venue and, potentially, 
allow us to open up the pavilion to wider community use

Why a glazed frontage? The dual-aspect glazed frontage is an innovative approach to help 
players and spectactors watch the games easily in greater comfort. One section will look out 
across one square and a glance across provides a unique view across the other. Having a stylish, 
well thought-out pavilion can only add to our attactiveness to visitors and players

What about parking? Currently, we have space for 55 or so cars on a rough stone and gravel 
area. It is sufficient for match days and we do not have to park on the road. It is not particularly 
suitable for the disabled. The proposed scheme has space for more cars, to cope with any 
increase in the number of visitors and players

facilities

Vision: How the new pavilion might look
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8
qualified 
coaches

4
qualified 
umpires

8
qualified 
scorers

130
games 
a year

Support: Scorer Pete Woods watches the 
action; his sons also play for the club
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T
HERE are countless deserving causes. There are plenty of cricket clubs who could 
do with financial help. What makes us any different? Here are just some of the 
things that we think make us a special place to enjoy cricket:

n We’ve been around for 140 years or more 

n Other teams love to play here; we’re a friendly bunch with a beautiful ground

n The club runs cricket for all ages and abilities

n Our youngsters start from the age of six

n We run youth teams in six age group league competitions

n We hold the Clubmark accreditation and take care to uphold its values

n Safety is paramount for our juniors - we have strict guidelines in place

n Our most talented young players have represented the county at all age levels 

n The club has one of the largest girls sections in the county

n Provides the venue for training for the girls’ county teams

n We host Hertfordshire’s Charley Cricket days to introduce children into the sport

n We stage county youth, girls and over-60 and over-70s matches

n There are five Saturday league teams and a Sunday team for seniors 

n Most of the players  – about 70 per cent, we estimate - joined as juniors

n On Friday evenings we offer social cricket with more informal matches

n It’s not just about the cricket, there are social events such as quizzes, too

n Knebworth plays a role of strategic importance within Hertfordshire cricket

n Visitors from all over the country - indeed all over the world - have played here

n We’re a well-run club; our committee has experience and enthusiasm

n The club is a good tenant, our landlord is keen to help us move

n We’re solvent with no substantial debts; we even make a small profit each year

n We have clear plans and objectives for both our junior and senior players

n With our ground move going ahead, we have a long-term vision for the future

why us?
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20%
more 

games

Project funding

50%
more 

juniors25%
more 

seniors

20%
more 

coaches

6
league 
teams
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our targets
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‘

‘

I dread to think what would happen if the funding can’t be found for the move.
Quite simply, the club would cease to exist as we have no ready alternative. That 
would be a devastating blow for members, some of whom are the third generation 

of their families playing here. More importantly, I worry about the next generation 
as it would cut off another opportunity for boys and girls who want to 

play sport. We would lose a vital sporting and social outlet at a time 
when many sports facilities are closing, state school cricket, especially 
for the over-14s, is limited and obesity rates are rising. No other 
sport offers young people the chance to mix with people from 

different generations and such a wide mix of social and ethnic 
backgrounds. This is too precious to lose

 David Baird, Knebworth Park grants and junior admin officer

OUR motivation, of course, is to 
preserve the club for the enrichment 
it brings to the lives of the members, 

their familes and our supporters. But we 
recognise that is not enough. So we have set 
out some clear targets for what we want to 
achieve when the new ground is built.
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Dozens
of county 
players

T
HE junior section is our club’s pride and 
joy. If a child shows a spark of interest in 
the game, we believe we can turn that into 

a lifelong passion.

We have about 100 young cricketers from all 
walks of life, of all ages and of all abilities.

Yes, Knebworth Park has produced a few 
high-fliers in our time but we are just as 
interested and take just as much pride in those 
who play for nothing more than the love of the 
game.

Of course, all we really want is for children 
to enjoy playing the game so we also take their 
safety and wellbeing very seriously.

To that end we have achieved the prestigious Clubmark 
award, a sign that our coaches are properly qualified and 
vetted and that we have all the necessary policies in place 
to make sure our juniors are in safe hands.

We’re serious about girls’ cricket at Knebworth Park 
and we now have one of the strongest girls’ sections in the 
region.

There is regular training throughout the summer 
and the close season and match fixtures for all age 
groups from under-nines to under-19s.

Winter training runs indoors from January 
through to early April. Summer training and 
matches run from mid-April through to the end of 
August. We also run weekday cricket camps during 
the school summer holiday. and host regular Charley 
Cricket days, too.

Players in the under-13 squad and older can play 
senior cricket in addition to junior cricket.

juniors

15

30
county 
titles

6
junior 
teams

MORE AT APPENDIX 2
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We have no cricket history in my 
family. But when I was five, or so my 
mum tells me, we were watching the 

Second Test of the Ashes 2005 series at 
Edgbaston. Australia won the first Test 
comfortably but the second Test saw 
England level the series with a two-run 
victory, the narrowest win in Ashes 
history. We were staying in a cottage 
in Sands End, Yorkshire, and spent the 
afternoon dashing inside to keep an 
eye on how the match was unfolding. 
The excitement rose hour by hour as 
England famously won by only two runs. 
Family legend has it that, during the 
course of the afternoon I starting asking 
questions about the game of cricket 
and immediately went out and set up 
my bucket as a wicket and used my 
spade as a bat. I have not looked back 
since. After a few weeks mum thought 
she had better buy a proper bat so off  
to Wilkinsons she went and, for £2.99, 
purchased the first of many bats and 
my cricket experience began in earnest 
in the back garden. I joined KPCC when 

‘
Not only has cricket given Archie the opportunity to play sport and keep fit, 
it has also given him so much more: the need to be part of a team but also 
take personal responsibility for his actions; be socially mature among his 

peers but also among younger children joining the game and seniors alike from 
all walks of life; the need to think strategically; good mental maths skills and 
the need to concentrate for long periods of time whilst in the field. They’re 
all good life skills. Archie’s mum, Sue

I was just six in 2006 and nine years 
later I scored my first century aged 15 
in an adult match. I’m lucky to now be 
able to play club cricket at both senior 
and junior level, and at under-15 and 
under-16 area level and under-15 
county level. No such opportunity to play 
cricket matches exists in my school, even 
though it is a good state school.  Without 
Knebworth Park Cricket Club, I would 
not be able to play this great game.
 Archie Stephens, Herts under-15 player 

‘

‘

‘
Cricketing passion: A 
textbook straight drive 
from Archie Stephens
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W
E nurture them. We watch them grow. Not just as cricketers but 
as people.

At Knebworth Park we have built a club on the basis of 
welcoming children of all abilities, starting at the age of six.

Today, we estimate as many as 70 per cent of our senior teams are 
made up of players first introduced to the game here as juniors.

The club sits in a hinterland between Stevenage, Hitchin and Welwyn 
Garden City. We’re a club which pulls in children from a wide community, 
children who perhaps might otherwise fall between the gaps. 

We keep them safe with a host of measures and controls in place; the 
sort you would expect from a well-run community facility.

Our juniors have twice reached the finals of national competitions and 
in 2013 we achieved an unprecedented five age group county titles. We 
have received praise - and trophies - from Mike Gatting, Mike Atherton 
and Steve Finn.

This year, we entered an under-19s 20/20 competition, coloured 
clothing and all, for the first time. We have organised tours... Barbados, 
one year, the slightly less exotic destination of Yorkshire is planned next. 

Knebworth Park has also hosted countless county and area age group 
games. Our coaches  give up hours of their spare time to encourage, 
to support, to advise.  They are also part of the Hertfordshire county 
coaching set-up. We have development plans in place for our boys’ and 
girls’ teams.

But we do not want to rest on our laurels, we want to continue this 
work with a new ground which will encourage yet more youngsters 
to get involved. With more space, better facilities and a secure future 
we can draw more children from all backgrounds, into the game and, 
hopefully, keep them involved longer.

This has to be right for our community, for keeping children active, fit 
and out of trouble. This plan will give us the chance to nurture them for 
generations to come.

nurture

They can 
drive you 
mad, they 

can ignore 
you, they can 
misbehave, they 
can test your 
patience and 
wear you down. 
Sometimes, 
they can break 
your hearts. But 
we cannot stop 
giving them a 
chance. Because 
when they get it 
right, when they 
do listen and you 
watch them learn 
and grow, there is 
no better feeling 
in the world. You 
can share their 
joy and, best 
of all, they 
can make 
you proud

‘‘
Club coach Neil Pitts
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Girls want to learn. They listen. They are more 
supportive of each other than boys. They make coaching 
fun. I rarely question the time and commitment I have 
to put in because of the support and help from girls 

and parents. Numbers are smaller but those that do play are 
more dedicated and enthusiastic; they are also given more 
responsibility at an earlier stage, which means they learn 
faster, not just about cricket, but about dealing with 
and managing relationships with others. Knebworth’s 
proposed new ground is an exciting opportunity which 
will ensure girls’ cricket continues to grow and thrive.
 Jonathan Cirkel, KPCC girls coach

Cricket offers the best of both, being both a team 
sport and an individual challenge when batting and 
bowling. Yes, I want to win, but most important is to 

enjoy it. It’s a great way to make friends, too. I was drawn 
to Knebnworth because it is a fun friendly, place to play. 
The girls are really supportive of each other and rarely 

critical. It offers me the opportunity to develop my 
game by playing in girls only, mixed and even 
men’s sides with all their different strengths and 
challenges. Knebworth is a strong club, with 

good county involvement, but you also get 
excellent support from senior members

 Catherine Cirkel, Herts under-15

‘

‘
‘

‘
MORE AT APPENDIX 3
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‘T
HIS Girl Can’ has been Sport England’s message during its superbly effective 
marketing campaign. At Knebworth, our girls certainly can. In fact, they do and 
they do it very well, too.

The roll of honour is impressive. We have been county champions at under-17, under-
15 and under-13 levels in recent years. Many of our players go on to represent the 
county at their age levels and in the full county squad. One of our youngsters, Catherine 
Cirkel, recently became the first girl to score a century for Hertfordshire in any age group.

They compete alongside our boys – indeed, three seasons ago, one of our girls’ squads 
won an otherwise all-boys league – and some play in the senior men’s teams.

Our recent success has been the result of hard work and commitment to girls’ cricket. 
They are not second-class citizens at Knebworth, which has a dedicated girls’ coach who 
is in charge of their development and hosts regular county squad sessions.

However, our set-up is far from ideal. With a new ground we could offer so much 
more, including more appropriate changing facilities and an improvement in pitches and 
practice facilities.

A more attractive ground would keep up the momentum we have, especially in the 
face of competition from other leisure activities, the pressure of balancing school work 
and sporting interests and the near-absence of cricket for girls in secondary schools.

Our vision is to make Knebworth a centre of excellence, where we could involve more 
coaches, develop a senior ladies team and get more girls playing senior men’s cricket. 
All we need is the chance to build on the foundations we have laid.

girls

Project funding

‘
Knebworth Park CC have been instrumental in the growth of girls’ cricket across 
Hertfordshire. About seven years ago they were one of only two clubs in the county that 
ran girls-only cricket teams. Through county training and support from the coach, other 

clubs in the county were encouraged to develop their girls sections. Now, the county can boast 
one of the largest girls-only cricket leagues from under-11 to under-18. Knebworth Park have 
continued to develop their girls’ section and continue to set the performance standards 
that all other clubs strive to match. Knebworth Park girls have consistently been county 
champions at one or more age groups in every season since the county league was formed.
 Andy Knill-Jones, Herts Junior League, Girls league manager

‘
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disability

‘
I joined Knebworth Park at the 
age of 10. About that time I was 
diagnosed with severe epilepsy. The 

club was fantastic in the way it handled 
my unique situation incredibly well, with 
the upmost support from the chairman 
and many other senior members. The 
year I had brain surgery in 2005 the 
cricket club wiped my payment for subs 
and wished me good health and a speedy 
recovery. Although I had an illness I was 
never made to feel unwanted or different 
to anybody else, was given the same 
opportunities and career aspirations as 
everyone. At the times I was bad, I was 
helped by many. I will always remain at 
Knebworth as what they did for me when 
I was a kid helped me grow into the man 
and player I am now. Fifteen years 
later, I am still playing with the same 
love and enthusiasm for the game.
 Bobby Orlandi, KPCC member

‘
Knebworth Park sees development of 

a new ground as a chance to improve 
cricket opportunities for the disabled.

Our clubhouse is not wheelchair friendly; 
neither is the car park. There are no 
disabled changing facilities or toilets.

Hence, anyone just wanting to watch the 
game from the pavilion will struggle if their 
mobility is seriously impeded. With no way 
to meet any demand, we do not have any 
specialist coaches or equipment.

However, the new site is flat and, being 
in a busier location at the centre of Old 
Knebworth, easier to get to. Naturally, the 
proposed pavilion meets all the standards 
to comply with disability access laws.

Just as we would wish to extend junior 
cricket with enticing new facilities, we 
would see it as a challenge to make a 
modern ground a focus for disabled 
cricketers and supporters.

Hitting out: Bobby 
Orlandi in action for 
Knebworth Park
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diversity
I

T may sound trite but it’s true. Everyone is welcome at Knebworth Park. And, 
to add another cliche, it doesn’t matter what your background is... all that 
counts is enthusiasm for cricket.

We have players, captains and officials from all classes, ethnicities and creeds. 
That’s the way you would expect cricket to be.

To protect this, there is a strict diversity policy. It also says much for the spirit 
in which we are run that it has never had to be invoked.

For all that, we are a club which reflects our community. 
We serve a part of Hertfordshire which remains 
predominately white and relatively affluent.

Subscriptions are modest, £110 a year. We are careful to 
discount for children, students and the unemployed. There is 
a discreet policy, on a case-by-case basis, of helping those who 
may be in financial difficulty. We are serious in our belief that no 
one should be excluded from playing cricket because they cannot 
afford it.

About a third of our members come from Stevenage and we 
would like to use a new ground and facilities as a launchpad 
to extend our reach here. We feel there are children for whom 
cricket could be a positive influence but for whom there is scant 
opportunity in schools or in their neighbourhoods.

Stevenage is a town of significant deprivation having higher 
than average numbers of obese and less physically active children. 
There is a high number of families living in social housing and 
single parent families. It also has the highest unemployment rate in 
Hertfordshire. 

KNEBWORTH Park Cricket Club in all its activities, 
is fully committed to the principles of equality of 
opportunity in cricket, and to ensuring that its employees, 

members and all other individuals working or volunteering for 
Knebworth Park Cricket Club, and participating in or watching 
Knebworth Park Cricket Club’s activities are treated fairly and are 
able to conduct their activities free from discrimination, harassment 
or intimidation. Knebworth Park Cricket Club in all its activities will not 
discriminate, or in any way treat anyone less favourably against on 
the grounds of age, gender, disability, race, parental or marital status, 
pregnancy, religion or belief or sexual orientation.
 Statement from club diversity policy

Project funding ‘

‘

MORE AT APPENDIX 4



I
T should not be over-
looked that our club 
brings vitality to those in 

later life, with many members 
continuing into their 50s, 60s 
and 70s and beyond. Several 
members play in the county 
sides at these age levels. If they 
are unable to play any more, 
they take roles off the field. For 
example, one of our umpires is 
well into his 80s and still turns 
out every Saturday and on 
other days to officiate.

I joined Knebworth Park when my village club in Welwyn 
folded in 1991. I wish I had come sooner. It is the one 
regret of my cricketing career. I came to the club a complete 

stranger and knew straight away I would never play 
anywhere else. I challenge anyone to see for themselves 
and not to be impressed when they come to this 
beautiful ground, with the house in the background.
 Sandy Reynolds, KPCC member and Herts over-60s

‘

‘

Project funding 22

Our veteran 
umpires, Bill Dance, 
left, and Terry Sage



seniors
C

RICKET is fighting for its place in the 
national consciousness. It is competing 
with myriad other, often less time-

consuming, leisure activitives as well as the 
pressures of family and working lives.

It is a cause for alarm that the numbers who 
enjoy cricket are dropping. All clubs seem to be 
struggling to find members and to fulfil fixtures. 
Knebworth Park has not been immune from this 
dip in the past few years.

We are proud of our ability to attract young 
players and watch them develop into club 
regulars. We are also proud that they remain 
immensely loyal, staying with the club throughout their careers and, in many cases, 
seeing their children and grandchildren joining us, too.

However, our challenge is to arrest the decline and we see moving to a new ground 
as an integral part of that process. Bettter facilities in a more visible location will 
attract more people to the game and, crucially, if it is a more convenient and pleasant 
place to play, it will keep them coming back.

A move will end the uncertainty around the future of Knebworth Park, ensuring 
new recruits can join us safe in the knowledge that we will still be going strong and, 
with luck, booming, in a few years’ time.

Our club has nearly 100 senior members, some more regular players than others, 
It provides a sense of community, a social outlet and, importanly in days of climbing 
obesity, a way of keeping fit and enjoying sport.

Many say they would not rejoin another club if we fold and they will be lost to 
cricket – another small dent in the statistics showing a downward trend.

While we need a new ground to tempt the next generation, it is also critcial to 
ensuring we preserve the many wonderful things we have already got.

Participation levels in recreational cricket across 
England and Wales have fallen over the last year 
according to figures released by the ECB. The number of 

players aged between 14 and 65 dropped from 908,000 in 
2013 to 844,000 this year (2014), with more than 5% of games 
conceded because at least one of the clubs was unable to field a 
side. ECB figures, as reported on espncricinfo.com

‘

‘
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Sydney University, 
Collaroy Plateau CC

Francis Douglas Memorial College

Australia

, New Zealand

India
Mumbai 
under-15

Japan
National XI

South Africa

Avendale

Slovenia
Mezica

OK, it would be a fib to say we are internationally renowned 
but over the past few years we have hosted visiting sides from 
all over the globe.  We like to think we made them welcome

A team from Meazica CC in the unlikely cricketing outpost of Slovenia at KPCC

Knebworth Park has 
been home to a 
number of overseas 
professionals over 
the years, among 
them Australian 
international 
Nathan Reardon,
    pictured left
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county
S

UNDAY, September 13, the last weekend of the season. Knebworth Park has its last 
senior friendly of a long season. Meanwhile, on the adjacent pitch we are hosting 
the county under-13 and under-15 boys’ trials, the Hertfordshire girls county 

trials and the Hertfordshire girls’ awards.

It’s a sign of the commitment that Knebworth Park has towards the county set-up. 
Our pretty ground is often the venue for area age group games and trials, as well as 
matches for the over-50s and over-60s sides. Volunteers from the club have to be there 
to prepare the pitches, man the pavilion and welcome our visitors.

We’re far from the biggest club in Hertfordshire, nor do we have 
the best facilities but it is embedded in our club philosophy 
that we should do everything we can to help the game at 
county level. In return, we believe we have the respect 
of officials in the Hertfordshire Cricket set-up.

At senior level we have been stalwarts of county-
wide and other leagues. At present we have five 
sides in the Saracens League, although in recent 
times we have maintained six and, occasionally, 
seven sides.

A move to a new ground will only help us play a 
bigger part in supporting cricket in Hertfordshire 
and beyond. Better facilities might, we hope, make us 
a future venue for a full county fixture.

10
visiting 
counties

n Ten different counties will have sent teams to play at 
Knebworth Park this year and we will have provided the 
venue for county matches on 15 separate occasions
n Under-15 v Warwickshire and Oxfordshire
n Under-17 v Hosting visiting Australian tourists for ECB
n Girls under-15 v Northants and Leicestershire
n Girls under-15 20/20 tournament v Middlesex and Essex
n Hertfordshire youth tournaments for under-10, 
under-11 and under-12 on seven different days, 
attracting hundreds of children
n Hosting finals days for Herts girls competitions
n Herts over-60s matches v Yorkshire and Berkshire
n Venue for weekly Herts girls training
n Hosting squad training and matches for Herts 
North area matches

Project funding

A Charley Cricket day coconut shy
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cricket family
I

T’S nice to feel loved and 
Knebworth Park has been 
surprised and humbled 

by the support we have received from the 
cricket community for our plans.

When other clubs heard we were in danger 
of folding, they rallied to our support, signing 
letters to the planning authorities and others 
to back our proposals for a new ground.

The club has for many years been a stalwart 
of league and friendly cricket in the area. Other 
sides look forward to playing us as we are a 
friendly organisation with a delightful ground.

Of course, we have our local rivalries which 

add a piquancy to games against the likes 
of Stevenage and Datchworth. But we like 
to think that we have many friends in clubs 
throughout the region.

We are something of a feeder club for those 
sides with bigger ambitions and a quick count-
up reveals there were at least a dozen players 
who learned their craft at Knebworth playing 
Premier league and Championship cricket in 
the 2015 season.

A new ground would only enhance our 
reputation among the cricket community and 
give visitors an exciting, attractive new venue 
at which to play. Were we to fail, there would 
be a big hole in many clubs’ fixture lists.

Knebworth Park 
brings benefit to the 
whole Hertfordshire 
cricket community 
especially in the 
development of 
young players

Tony Johnson, 
league chairman

What is particularly 
pleasing about this 
initiative is that not only 
is it not driven by a desire 
to generate profit but 
also that it will generate 
a fantastic provision of 
sporting facilities for the 
village of Knebworth.
We wholeheartedly 
support the club’s facility 
aspirations and the 
opportunities this would 
develop for the club, its 
members and the local 
community

Ben Wallis, Hertfordshire Cricket 
head of development & operations

Knebworth Park Cricket Club 
is a great example of the value 
a sports club can provide 
to the local community.  Its 
contribution to the wider 
Hertfordshire cricket 
community cannot be under-
valued.  Without the move, the 
club faces a bleak future

Gavin Booth, chairman, Letchworth 
Garden City Cricket Club

13
ex-players in 
top leagues

MORE AT APPENDIX 6
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community
T

EST match batsmen can live in a 
bubble; cricket clubs cannot. They 
must play their part within their 

community.

Tucked away down a narrow country 
lane with no passing public transport 
creates an obstacle to our full involvement 
in village life.

Of course, our doors are always open, 
we have many links with Knebworth 
village and beyond and we have been 
good neighbours to those who live nearest 
to us but events involving the wider 
community are sporadic. We host an 
annual football club awards night, we have 
run an enjoyable annual music event and 
occasional charity matches.

It would be a central tenet of our 
move to the new ground that we strive to 
become a focal point for the village. Our 
pavilion could become a meeting place 
for societies, clubs and other sporting 
organisations.

We shall do more than seek to continue 
to be good neighbours but actively engage 

with other potential users to seek their 
views. In particular, our facilities are 
under-used during the close season. Apart 
from a desire to add to the vitality of the 
club, it makes financial sense for us to find 
ways to change this.

To indulge in planners’ speak, the 
ground will improve the visual amenity 
of the area. Or to put it more plainly, what 
could be more pleasant than the sights and 
sounds of cricket on a village green in the 
glow of a summer’s evening.

It will be an improvement on the rough 
grazing and half broken horse riding 
fences there at present.

It will also cut the flow of traffic 
through the twisting rat run which is Old 
Knebworth Lane.

And, last but not least, this is a huge 
undertaking for a village the size of 
Knebworth. If we get the go-ahead, we 
will be injecting hundreds of thousands 
of pounds into the village economy.  
Wherever possible we will use local 
contractors and expertise

They have been our neighbours for 16 years and, during that time, our relationship 
has never been anything but excellent. Although the club is less than 60 yards from our 
front door, we have never had cause to complain of noise, nuisance or indeed, anything 

at all. In fact, although we support the cricket club’s move, we will miss the help and 
support that they have given us over the years, especially with overflow parking for parties. 
We will also miss seeing the young cricketers practising as we drive up or down Old 
Knebworth Lane or walk our dogs in the park. Their work with young people is 
exemplary. Knebworth Park Cricket Club is an important community and social 
facility with plays a vital part in the health and well-being of the people 
of this village and the surrounding area. The move will allow the club to 
grow and enhance the benefits it brings and to the community at large.
 Former MP and Knebworth neighbour Barbara Follett

‘

‘
MORE AT APPENDIX 7
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organisation
I

F you hand over a lot of money – and we are 
talking about an awful lot – you need to be 
assured that it is going to someone you trust 

and who will spend it wisely.

Knebworth Park has been around for more 
than a century. Its constitution and working 
structure have been long established.

It has tradition on its side but has also 
moved happily with the changing times, 
which is particularly reflected in our 
modern approach to junior and girls’ cricket 
development.

We elect experienced cricket administrators 
driven by nothing more than the love of the 
game to senior positions to make sure that it 
runs smoothly.

Of course, they ensure we act within the 
law, manage the cash flow carefully and 

responsibly, look after the ground so we 
provide a pleasant and safe environment 
in which to enjoy cricket. Furthermore it is 
embedded in our club ethos that we seek 
to maximise our contribution to the county 
structure, to the wider cricket community and 
to village life and beyond.

We are open and honest. Our policy and 
ethos is spelt out clearly on our website and 
in information sent out to parents of children 
who entrust their wellbeing to us.

On the field. the club has development 
plans in place for its juniors, girls and senior 
cricket sides. It has policies in place to deal 
with issues such as diversity and bullying and, 
of course, we have been long-standing holders 
of the Clubmark award.

In short, your money will be in safe hands.

Open discussion: Chairman Chris Johnson speaks at a special meeting to explain our plans to members

MORE AT APPENDIX 8
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finance
W

E’RE  asking for a lot of money. 
We will be asking others for a 
lot of money,  too. If we don’t get 

it, we will struggle to raise it from other 
means.

So, it would only be fair to ask if we are 
a sound investment.

Knebworth Park is financially sound. 
We have no significant debts and our 
accounts show our income matches our 
expenditure, even generating a small 
surplus. Neither are we owed significant 
sums by others from whom we have little 
chance of recovering it.

The club has a core of dedicated 
volunteers who run the bar, man the 
barbecue and support other fund raising 
activities, keeping our costs to a minimum.

We have been able to balance in the 
books despite the recent dip in numbers 
playing cricket. 

Our move is hampered only because we 
do not own our ground. As such we have 
no asset to sell to fund the development. 
Our landlord, who is eager for us to make 

the move, is supporting us, has offered 
us the new ground and assured us of a 
lengthy lease for the site This guarantees 
the life of the club for many years to come.

Moreover, we are confident the move 
will enable us to improve our financial 
well being. The new ground will attract 
more members, boost our appeal to 
juniors and to touring and county sides.

Each new member we attract brings 
new income to the club and that is key to 
our continued success.

We will be closer to the heart of the 
village community, with the sort of 
appealing modern facilities which open up 
possible new sources of revenue.

The investment we are seeking is not 
a gamble. It will, of course, save a club 
for the hundreds who play here now 
and the generations to come. Further, 
it is guaranteed to enhance cricket in 
the immediate area and throughout the 
region. 

A certain winner? We have no doubt. All 
we need is others to back us, too. 

The cricket club has been the estate’s long-term tenant on a 
field facing Knebworth House for three or four generations.  
The club is a good neighbour and well supported but it has 

outgrown its current field and needs to secure its future with 
respect to the modern requirements of its activities 

 Henry Cobbold, our landord at Knebworth Park

‘

‘ MORE AT APPENDIX 9
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conclusion
S

O here we are at the start of the next leg of our 
journey.

We have already spent 15 years negotiating, 
discussing, dealing with setbacks, changes of heart 
and disappointments to get this far already. At least 
the start line is somewhere in sight.

There will no doubt be myriad bumps, slips and 
potholes on the road in the years ahead.

We have plans, we have a timetable, we have the 
costs - and, for a club of modest means, they are scary 
- and we are ready to march forward.

Now, we need a companion. Please, join us.

£1.2million
grant request


